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Evolution traveled to Sacramento, California, for the 
annual jazz festival May 27-31, 2010.  The band made 
a stop at Jedediah Smith Elementary School on Friday, 
May 28, where they gave two free performances for the 
students.  Everyone both in the school and in the band 
had a great time, and afterwards the teachers and staff 
provided the band with a wonderful lunch.

Then it was hurry up and get to the jazz festival, where 
they performed about an hour after ýnishing lunch at Jed 
Smith!

This year, the band played mostly at professional venues.  
Whether it was at the Firehouse Lot, the Depot, or the 
Convention Center, the kids did an outstanding job!  
Several musicians from other bands sat in during three or 
four performances (notice the two kids with black shirts), 
and Evolution welcomed them, showing dance moves 
and choreography that Lab Band does so well.

A Swinging Sacramento Time!

Special thanks go to Terry Hayes, our new band 
manager.  He was constantly on the move, and did an 
outstanding job of keeping the equipment in order.  Also 
thanks to Mark Stephens, who ran the sound board. 
And lastly, thanks to the chaperones who managed to 
keep all the kids on time and in the right place when they 
needed to be!

Again this year, Laura Sanford did an incredible job of 
organizing the trip to Sacramento.  From making hotel 
arrangements to securing festival badges, she always 
manages to make things go smoothly, and make it look 
easy doing it.  But don’t underestimate the amount of 
work she puts in to accomplish this!

This year the band was interviewed by The American Rag 
magazine, and an article should be coming out about 
Evolution sometime this summer.  Congratulations to all 
the kids and parents who went on this fun-ýlled trip!
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UPCOMING PERFORMANCES/EVENTSLab Band Board of Directors 

President:  Sean Suppes

Past President:  Ray Sanford

Vice Presidents:  Mel Noggle, Patricia Doll

Treasurer: Rick Rehfeld

Secretary:  Erica Homann

Band Managers: Terry Hayes, Jay Noggle, Ray Sanford

Evolution Band Director:  Michael Turner

Beginning/Senior Band Director:  Dustin Culver

Ofýce Manager:  Marci Weidemiller

Music Book Director:  Marci Weidemiller

Music Book Assistant:  Lynnae Biasca

Adult Member at Large:  Mark Daily, Terry Babcock

Student Members at Large:  Willis Homann, Vacant

COMMITTEES

Sales and Merchandise:  Laura Sanford, Merlin Meade

Historian:  Karen Hensler 

Photographer: Merlin Meade

Newsletter Production: Annette Langenstein 

Webmaster (www.labband.org) Laura Sanford

LAB BAND OFFICE

Ofýce Manager/Bookings .............................751-0221

Lab Band Program Association is a nonproýt 501(c)3 
tax exempt organization set up solely to promote and 
encourage youth involvement in jazz and rock and roll in a 
positive and noncompetitive environment.  Musicians and/or 
family members pay $10 each per month to participate in 
the program. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: If you would like 
to see your article published in this newsletter, 
please send to: labband@verizon.net, and if it’s 
newsworthy, we’ll include it in our next edition.  
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!!! 

August 22	 Charleston Seafood Festival
		  3:00 p.m.

October 8-10	 Medford Jazz Jubilee
		  Medford, Oregon, Fee
		  Performing: Evolution

October 26	 Board Meeting, 7 pm
		  Lab Band Building
		  Everyone is invited to attend

December 11	 Little Theatre On The Bay
		  2100 Sherman Avenue 		
		  North Bend
		  Performing: Beginning/Junior 	
		  Band, Senior Band, Evolution

Family, friends, and fans of jazz are 
welcome to stop by and listen to the 

bands practice at the Lab Band Building, 
1875 Virginia in North Bend:

Beginning/Junior/Senior Bands: 
Monday 6:30 - 7:30 PM

Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Evolution: 
Monday 7:30 - 9:00 PM

GOODBYE GARY
Lab Band wishes the best for 
Gary LeBrun, who started with 
this program over ten years ago.  
First playing clarinet, then bass, 
guitar, drums, and just about 
any instrument you can name!  Gary 
became a student director and leaves 
behind a legacy of unwavering dedication 
to our program.  He’s going on to jazz 
studies school in San Francisco and has a 
bright future in the music industry.

We’ll miss you, Gary!
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MUSICIAN’S CORNER by  Jonathan Moore

WELCOME TO LAB BAND!
We welcome these new musicians/vocalists 

to our program!

Member				    Instrument
Paul Bellinger				   Trumpet
Raven Skinner			   Clarinet
Destiny Fuller			   Vocals
Andrew Stephens			   Trumpet (Guest Evolution)

	 It’s a busy day on the street.  
As the crowd passes by, heads 
turn in interest, and gradually, 
some of the people þow through 
the door like water through a 
funnel ...  down the stairs and into 
a dimly lit room where the groove 
of the band hits them full in the 
face.
	 There’s no ignoring the 
swingin’, screamin’ horns or the 
rocking, ever-present rhythm.  
Within moments people are 
dancing, tapping their feet, and 
clapping their hands.  The good 
times are infectious.
	 Scenes like this are what 
make Lab Band so great.  When 
I was ýrst encouraged to join 
by an old friend, I had no idea 
what “In the Mood” was.  (“Who’s 
Glenn Miller?”)  Since then it’s 
been one heck of a ride.  Full of 
delight and frustration, success 
and musical train wrecks, smiles 
and (sometimes) tears.  All-in-all 
I don’t think my time at Lab Band 
could have been better spent.
	 Music and musicianship.  Of 
course this is going to be a major 
pillar of a band.  Practice is 
important.  We only meet once a 

week, which is relatively seldom, 
and it’s hard to focus on other 
things without being familiar 
with the songs.  (I’m as guilty as 
anyone on this score.)  Listening 
to old recordings helps a lot too.  
There’s been a lot of talk about 
playing the “right” notes and 
“playing it as it’s written”, which 
is important to be able to do, but 
that can only take a song so far.  
Listening to the band, “feeling” the 
grove and ýguring out how to ýt 
in can make up for mistakes, and 
take the music further.
	 But as much as we work 
on musicianship, that’s not he 
main thing that makes Evolution 
special.  A lot of youth musicians 
at the festivals have more skill 
and experience than we do.  What 
makes this band really special 
is the entertainment value.  
Performance and showmanship.  
Seeing the whole band up on 
stage (and at practice too), having 
fun, moving to the music, smiling, 
and doing the choreography, is 
and experience that is hard to 
forget.  When the band goes 
out to meet’n’greet and dance it 
makes connections like nothing 
else can.  I love seeing the smiles 
on people’s faces when Daniel 
goes into the audience on “Begin 
the Beguine”.
	 One of my favorite things 
about this band is the attitude.  

Ever since I ýrst came here people 
have been so friendly, helpful, 
and respectful.  It’s like a big 
family.  Probably the best times 
I’ve had are at boot camp and 
the festivals.  At camp we learned 
so much about music theory and 

entertaining.  The people at the 
festivals go there to hear jazz 
and  the energy that builds up is 
amazing.  I really like the chances 
to see other bands and meet 
people.
	 One priceless moment was at 
a gig in Sun Valley.  Dustin was 
giving his spiel encouraging people 
to bring their kids.  He told them 
the festival was about “passing 
it on” and teaching the new 
generations about jazz and music.
	 “Bring your kids,” he said, 
“bring your grand-kids, pick up a 
kid off the street!”
	 Then a pause... and to the 
band, “What song are we playing 
next?”
	 Then to the audience, “Uh,  
now we’re gonna play ‘Just a 
Gigolo’.”
	 (Laughter)
	 When playing, it’s very easy 
to just play through the songs 
without thinking.  I try to keep 
asking myself, ñAm I ýtting in with 
the groove?” and “Do I look like 
I’m having fun?”
	 In short: build your music and 
have a good time!



Meet Our New Ofýce Manager!
Say Hello to Marci Weidemiller!
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We’re All Membership Committee Members! 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER by Sean Suppes

The Lab Band is excited to have a new ofýce 
manager keeping the place organized and helping 
the musicians out when they need new music!

Here’s what Marci Weidemiller has to say about 
herself:

“After many years of eagerly visiting, then sadly 
saying goodbye to family in Coos Bay, this past 
April I jumped off the merry-go-round, quit a 20-
year job, sold my undervalued house, packed up 
the dog and cat and moved from Arizona! 
 
Time will tell if this was the most sane, or insane 
move ever, but in the meantime I am loving being 
able to devote a burst of energy into my former 
hobbies of jewelry making and writing. 

After living in the parched desert, being 
surrounded by trees, water and dirt you can 
actually grow things in is a wonderful added 
bonus.  

Lab Band concerts and CD’s have always been a 
part of my visits and Christmas presents, thanks 
to my nephews Joe and Steven Daily.  When 
I heard about the ofýce manager position, I 
thought it would be a great opportunity to spend 
time with them, join a creative community and 
keep the right side of my brain satisýed.ò 

And we’re glad she decided to make the move to 
the Southern Oregon Coast and be a part of our 
Lab Band family!

It was the middle of tax season 2010, and as a CPA, 
I was up to my elbows in IRS forms.  And that’s 
also when I became the new Lab Band President!  
Gradually I ýlled the role that has led me to be 
involved with a wonderful group of young people:  
The Oregon Coast Lab Band!

The main focus of my presidency is getting new 
members to join the program.  I consider every 
member of Lab Band to be on the membership 
committee!  My agenda revolves around performing 
in the local schools and convincing band instructors 
and students that Lab Band can be an important 
part of what they are already teaching.  We are 
working on getting the message out that we respect 
the schools’ band programs:  we need them, we like 
them, and we appreciate them.  Without them, we 
wouldn’t have any kids in OUR program!

Way back when, I was a third grade trumpet 
player, and as soon as I obtained a basic 
proýciency, I got bored.  I never got exposed to 
the kind of music that would have had me forever.  
If I had found jazz, I would have loved it, and 
would have stayed with it.  I still have my trumpet, 
maybe some day…

I have one daughter in the program.  Janey and 
I listen to jazz all the time now.  We can’t get 
enough of these timeless classics.   

I’d like to thank Ray and Laura Sanford and Merlin 
Meade, who hung around and helped me when I 
ýrst became president.  I feel like itôs a privilege 
and a pleasure to belong to this program!




